
Whether they are buried deep, in boxes, old albums, and forgotten crannies of your house, filed 
away in folders on your computer, or neatly ordered and labeled in colourful boxes, there are 
“storyful” photos in our communities. Lots and lots of  storyful photos. Some of them are older 
than memory, some are from “back in the day” and others were taken recently.
    They, along with sketches, post cards and other memorabilia, give a snapshot of how our 
communities have changed—or stayed the same—since John Fleming came to Aldborough and 
George Ward founded Wardsville.  Your Mission? Unearth our cultural 
treasures!
THE ARTS & COOKERY BANK would like to borrow photos, postcards, posters, & 
sketches until August 31.  This will give our volunteers enough time to do the job properly. 
(We can get them back earlier if you need them.)
The Bank will be home to a wide and varied range of photographic displays—from mounted 
to digital slideshows and beyond—that will help keep our history and culture alive, rather than 

buried in boxes and files.  

In this newsletter are some of the photos we’ve collected already. (Thanks, Keith 
Kelly and Harley Lashbrook!) And, as you see, it’s not just “old” history we’re 
collecting. Keeping recent history—from our own lifetimes—alive is important. But they 
need to tell something about our community—what has been important, who have been 
the communities’ builders, how we’ve made our living, events that have had an impact, 
what we’ve done in our freetime, how we’ve gotten around and communicated with 
each other, how our main streets have changed and what our vanished villages looked 
like. We’re looking for photos from ALL the four communities—Dutton-Dunwich, 

Southwest Middlesex, Newbury and West Elgin.

What will you do with the photos?
We will scan your photos and make a digital file. All the pertinent information about it
—names, people, dates, places, its importance in our story—will be recorded by one of 

our Shutterbug Volunteers. All the information will be deposited into 
a humongous, sophisticated “data-bank.” We will be able to sort through all the 
information and “withdraw” photos and images, in any number of ways—by 
theme, village, family, trade, event—and across time. A kind of digital time travel! 
From there, we can get creative with displays, lectures, slideshows, educational 
tours…
But we need the photos and images. Call Tammy 519-768-9986 to arrange for a 
Shutterbug Volunteer to come to your place. Our first collection period goes until 
April 16. Now, Go Look!
Want to Help? If you are a History nut, love photographs, are good with a 

scanner or like working with information and talking to people and if this project 
sounds cool, give Tammy a call. Become a Shutterbug Volunteer.

T: 519-768-9986   info@theartsandcookerybank.com 
242 Graham Rd., Box 174  West Lorne, ON N0L 2P0
The Arts & Cookery Bank is a non-profit registered charitable organization.
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The Heritage Pathway Project
Join the growing list of community organizations and businesses who have bought Heritage 
Pathway Stones. These inscribed stones will help show current and future generations the 
“stuff” our region is made of.

Crinan Women’s Institute  St. Mary’s Ladies Group  
Dutton & District Lions Club  Optimist Club of West Lorne
West Elgin Nature Club  Treble Makers Women’s Choir
Rodney Horticultural Society  West Elgin Nature Club   

  Port Glasgow Yacht Club & Marina West Lorne Kiwanis   
  West Elgin Community Band  Dutton-Dunwich Horticultural Society
  J.D. Niccolls-McDonald Insulation R-Grow Farms

What will go on YOUR stone? Call Tammy Oliveira 519-768-9986 to order.
—FREE Heritage Stone—

Special Offer from Bill Denning, of Padfield Funeral Homes (519-785-0810). Call him 
to ask how you can receive your free heritage stone.&

LAST CHANCE!!!!!

   Break The Bank 

 You can win 

$5,000 
in our Grand Prize Draw,

 on April 2.

 Call Tammy Oliveira, 768-9986 

TODAY to purchase tickets.   

$5 each or 5/$20

ALL the money raised stays in the 

community to help build the 

community. &

Stay in the Loop If you’re receiving this from a 
friend, email us at info@theartsandcookerybank.com, 
put “Subscribe” in the subject line & you will get your 
very own copy. We don’t give addresses away. THE 
STATEMENT will keep you up to date and in the loop. 
Pass it Along! Please pass this along to friends 
who might be interested. Help us get the word out.
Pick up a copy at area libraries, the WECHC, 
Municipal Offices and Post Offices. &

TYSK (Things You Should Know) 
about 

The Arts & Cookery Bank

When people ask, “Why these four communities?” 
you can tell them:
    “The Bank is serving the municipalities of Southwest 
Middlesex, West Elgin, Dutton-Dunwich and Newbury.
     “Looooonnnng before amalgamation, there were 43 
thriving villages in the region. They formed part of the 
very first European settlements in what became Upper 
Canada. The Thames River and Lake Erie were both 
significant in the region’s development. Many families’ 
descendants still live here.
     “Although many of the villages have vanished and 
more are vanishing, there are still lots of people who 
remember them, and lots of reminders—signs, community 
centres, road names, churches, old post offices and so on. 
    “The Bank is breaking down borders and limits, to 
incorporate common stories among common communities. 
We’re building bridges in the region.”&

T: 519-768-9986  info@theartsandcookerybank.com 

$5,000!!!

Check out the Very Cool New 
Lights on the front of The Bank!
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